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The Good News Bible is a clear, 
easy-to-read translation of the Bible. It 
uses simple, everyday language so that as 
many people as possible can read and un-
derstand it. This has made it a very popular 
translation, selling over 150 million copies 
worldwide.

What is the Bible?
The Bible isn’t one book but a collection of 
books. These books were written at differ-
ent times by different people. They include 
many types of writing: laws, stories, history, 
poetry, short sayings and proverbs, letters, 
visions, hymns and prayers, to name but 
a few. 

One of the most important things to 
do when you start reading a different part 
of the Bible is to ask yourself what kind of 
writing you think it is. This will help you to 
understand what you are reading. 

How are the books ordered?
It is also important to remember that the 
Bible is not organised according to when 
the books were written or when the events 
in them are set. The order of the books in 
the Bible is affected by what type of book 
they are. So all the books that contain laws 
are grouped together; all the books that 
tell the history of Israel are in one place; 
the Gospels are found next to each other, 
and so are the letters. 

This can be confusing because when 
you read through the Bible, the time jumps 
around. It is worth remembering that this 
is because they are ordered by subject, not 
by historical date.





Reading a whole book at a time

If you want to read a whole book at a time, 
it is good to start with the books that are 
easier to read and move on to the more 
challenging ones later. In other words, 



Reading to understand 
the big picture
Running through the Bible is the message 
of God’s love for the world that he created. 
The story of the Bible is the story of how 
God tried to draw people back to him and 
mend their broken relationship. It can be 
helpful to trace this story through the Bible 
from Genesis to Revelation.

You can read the whole of this story 
through the 40 passages below. (If you 
don’t have time to read them all, just read 
numbers 1, 2, 7, 15, 20, 24, 27, 29, 30 and 
33.)

The Old Testament

1.	 The world was created by God and it 
was good: Genesis 1—2
In the beginning, God created 
the world and all living creatures, 
including human beings.

2.	 But it went wrong: Genesis 3
Adam and Eve disobeyed God and 
could no longer stay in the garden 
of Eden.

3.	 So God decided to start again: 
Genesis 6.5–22 and 8.1—9.17
God decided to flood the world and 
start again, but he saved Noah and 
Noah’s family and gave a rainbow as 





1. Recognise that the Bible was 
written a long time ago.
Even the newest parts of the Bible are 
about 2,000 years old. Remember this 
as you read it, and try to imagine what 





New Testament

Gospels

Four different accounts of the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus.

•	 Matthew
•	 Mark
•	 Luke 
•	 John

The good news spreads

The story of how the good news about 
Jesus spread from Jerusalem all the way 
to Rome.

•	 Acts

Letters

A number of letters from various key lead-
ers of the earliest Christians, especially the 
apostle Paul, addressing issues of life, God 
and faith.

•	 Romans 
•	 1 Corinthians
•	 2 Corinthians
•	 Galatians
•	 Ephesians
•	 Philippians
•	 Colossians
•	 1 Thessalonians
•	 2 Thessalonians
•	 1 Timothy
•	 2 Timothy 
•	 Titus
•	 Philemon
•	 Hebrews
•	 James
•	 1 Peter
•	 2 Peter
•	 1 John
•	 2 John
•	 3 John
•	 Jude

	 The main collections of books in the Bible� xvii



Timeline
It can often be difficult to date events or books of the Bible with any certainty. There is a 
lot of discussion about when the books in the Bible were written. This chart only indicates 
when the events each book describes may have been set. All dates given are very approx-
imate. Books with ? after them are hard to place and could be set either earlier or later. 

Rough date Event Books set in this period



Elkanah and his Family at Shiloh

1 �1 There was a  man named Elkanah, 
from the tribe of Ephraim, who lived 

in the town of Ramah in the hill country 
of Ephraim. He was the son of Jeroham 
and grandson of Elihu, and belonged to 
the family of Tohu, a part of the clan of 
Zuph. 2 Elkanah had two wives, Hannah 
and Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but 
Hannah had none. 3 Every year Elkanah 
went from Ramah to worship and offer 
sacrifices to the Lord Almighty at Shiloh, 
where Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons 
of Eli, were priests of the Lord. 4 Each time 
Elkanah offered his sacrifice, he would give 
one share of the meat to Peninnah and 
one share to each of her children. 5 And 
even though he loved Hannah very much 
he would give her only one share, because* 

1.5 And… because; or To Hannah, however, he would 
give a special share, because he loved her very much, 
even though.

the Lord had kept her from having chil-
dren. 6 Peninnah, her rival, would torment 
and humiliate her, because the Lord had 
kept her childless. 7 This went on year after 
year; whenever they went to the house of 
the Lord, Peninnah would upset Hannah 
so much that she would cry and refuse to 
eat anything. 8 Her husband Elkanah would 
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See my trouble and remember me! Don't 
forget me! If you give me a son, I prom-
ise that I will dedicate him to you for his 
whole life and that he will never have his 
hair cut.”*

12 Hannah continued to pray to the Lord 
for a long time, and Eli watched her lips. 
13 She was praying silently; her lips were 
moving, but she made no sound. So Eli 
thought that she was drunk, 14 and said to 
her, “Stop making a drunken show of your
self! Stop your drinking and sober up!”

15 “No, I'm not drunk, sir,” she answered. 
“I haven't been drinking! I am desperate, 
and I have been praying, pouring out my 
troubles to the Lord. 16 Don't think I am 
a worthless woman. I have been praying 
like this because I'm so miserable.”

17 “Go in peace,” Eli said, “and may the 
God of Israel give you what you have asked 
him for.”

18 “May you always think kindly of me,” 
she replied. Then she went away, ate some 
food, and was no longer sad.

Samuel's Birth and Dedication
19 The next morning Elkanah and his 

family got up early, and after worship
ping the Lord, they went back home to 
Ramah. Elkanah had intercourse with his 
wife Hannah, and the Lord answered her 
prayer. 20 So it was that she became pre
gnant and gave birth to a son. She named 



256 Old Testament

Genesis
Exodus

Leviticus
Num.

Deuter.
Joshua
Judges

Ruth

9

1 Sam.

	4	 The bows of strong soldiers are 
broken,

but the weak grow strong.
	5	 The people who once were well fed

now hire themselves out to get 
food,

but the hungry are hungry no more.
The childless wife has borne seven 

children,
but the mother of many is left with 

none.
	6	 The Lord kills and restores to life;

he sends people to the world of 
the dead

and brings them back again.
	7	 He makes some poor and others rich;

he humbles some and makes 
others great.

	8	 He lifts the poor from the dust
and raises the needy from their 

misery.
He makes them companions of 

princes
and puts them in places of honour.

The foundations of the earth belong 
to the Lord;

on them he has built the world.

	9	 “He protects the lives of his faithful 
people,

but the wicked disappear in 
darkness;

a man does not triumph by his own 
strength.

	10	The Lord's enemies will be 
destroyed;

he will thunder against them from 
heaven.

The Lord will judge the whole world;
he will give power to his king,
he will make his chosen king 

victorious.”

11 Then Elkanah went back home to 
Ramah, but the boy Samuel stayed in 
Shiloh and served the Lord under the 
priest Eli.

The Sons of Eli
12 The sons of Eli were scoundrels. They 

paid no attention to the Lord 13 or to the 
regulations concerning what the priests 
could demand from the people. Instead, 
when anyone was offering a  sacrifice, 
the priest's servant would come with 

a three-pronged fork. While the meat was 
still cooking, 14 he would stick the fork into 
the cooking pot, and whatever the fork 
brought out belonged to the priest. All 
the Israelites who came to Shiloh to offer 
sacrifices were treated like this. 



The Value of Proverbs

1 �1 *The proverbs of Solomon, son of  
David and king of Israel.

2 Here are proverbs that will help you to 
recognize wisdom and good advice, and 
under



Genesis
Exodus

Leviticus
Num.

Deuter.
Joshua
Judges

at the city gates and wherever people 
come together:

22 “Foolish people! How long do you want 
to be foolish? How long will you enjoy pour-
ing scorn on knowledge? Will you never 
learn? 23 Listen when I  reprimand you; 
I will give you good advice and share my 
knowledge with you. 24 I have been call
ing you, inviting you to come, but you 
would not listen. You paid no attention 
to me. 25 You have ignored all my advice 
and have not been willing to let me cor
rect you. 26 So when you get into trouble, 
I will laugh at you. I will mock you when ter-
ror strikes — 27 when it comes on you like 
a storm, bringing fierce winds of trouble, 
and you are in pain and misery. 28 Then 
you will call for wisdom, but I will not an
swer. You may look for me everywhere, but 
you will not find me. 29 You have never had 
any use for knowledge and have always re-
fused to obey the Lord. 30 You have never 
wanted my advice or paid any attention 
when I corrected you. 31 So then, you will 
get what you deserve, and your own ac
tions will make you sick. 32 Inexperienced 
people die because they reject wisdom. 
Stupid people are destroyed by their own 
lack of concern. 33 But whoever listens to 
me will have security. He will be safe, with 
no reason to be afraid.”

The Rewards of Wisdom

2 �1 Learn what I teach you, my child, and 
never forget what I tell you to do. 2 Lis-

ten to what is wise and try to understand it. 
3 Yes, beg for knowledge; plead for insight. 
4 Look for it as hard as you would for silver 
or some hidden treasure. 5 If you do, you 
will know what it means to fear the Lord 
and you will succeed in learning about God. 

6 It is the Lord who gives wisdom; from him 
come knowledge and understanding. 7 He 
provides help and protection for those who 
are righteous and honest. 8 He protects 
those who treat others fairly, and guards 
those who are devoted to him.

9 If you listen to me, you will know what 
is right, just, and fair. You will know what 
you should do. 10 You will become wise, 
and your knowledge will give you pleas
ure. 11 Your insight and understanding will 
protect you 12 and prevent you from doing 
the wrong thing. They will keep you away 
from people who stir up trouble by what 
they say — 13 those who have abandoned 
a righteous life to live in the darkness of sin, 
14 those who find pleasure in doing wrong 
and who enjoy senseless evil, 15 unreliable 
people who cannot be trusted.

16 You will be able to resist any immoral 
woman who tries to seduce you with her 
smooth talk, 17 who is faithless to her own 
husband and forgets her sacred vows. 18 If 
you go to her house, you are travelling the 
road to death. To go there is to approach 
the world of the dead. 19 No one who vis-
its her ever comes back. He never returns to 
the road to life. 20 So you must follow the 
example of good people and live a right-
eous life. 21 Righteous people — people 
of integrity — will live in this land of ours. 
22 But God will snatch the wicked from the 
land and pull sinners out of it like plants 
from the ground.

Advice to Young People

3 �1 Don't forget what I teach you, my 
child. Always remember what I  tell 

you to do. 2 My teaching will give you 
a long and prosperous life. 3 Never let go 
of loyalty and faithfulness. Tie them round 
your neck; write them on your heart. 4 *If 
you do this, both God and people will be 
pleased with you.

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart. 
Never rely on what you think you know. 
6 Remember the Lord in everything you 
do, and he will show you the right way. 
7 *Never let yourself think that you are 
wiser than you are; simply obey the Lord
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Eccles.
Songs
Isaiah
Jerem.
Lamen.
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habak.
Zephan.
Haggai
Zechar. 
Malachi

Proverbs

the Lord by making him an offering from 
the best of all that your land produces. 10 If 
you do, your barns will be filled with grain, 
and you will have too much wine to be able 
to store it all.

11 *When the Lord corrects you, my child, 
pay close attention and take it as a warn-
ing. 12 *The Lord



1 *This is the prophecy of Obadiah — 
what the Sovereign Lord said about the 
nation of Edom.

The Lord will Punish Edom
The Lord has sent his messenger to 

the nations,
and we have heard his message:

“Get ready! Let us go to war against 
Edom!”

	2	 The Lord says to Edom,
“I will make you weak;
everyone will despise you.

	3	 Your pride has deceived you.
Your capital is a fortress of solid rock;

your home is high in the 
mountains,

and so you say to yourself,
‘Who can ever pull me down?’

	4	 Even though you make your home
as high as an eagle's nest,
so that it seems to be among the 

stars,
yet I will pull you down.

	5	 “When thieves come at night,
they take only what they want.

When people gather grapes,
they always leave a few.

But your enemies have wiped you 
out completely.

See also: 1.1–14: Is 34.5–17; 63.1–6; Jer 49.7–22; 
Ezek 25.12–14; 35.1–15; Amos 1.11–12; Mal 1.2–5

	6	 Descendants of Esau, your treasures 
have been looted.

	7	 Your allies have deceived you;
they have driven you from your 

country.
People who were at peace with you 

have now conquered you.
Those friends who ate with you 

have laid a trap for you;
they say of you, ‘Where is all that 

cleverness he had?’

	8	 “On the day I punish Edom,
I will destroy their clever men
and wipe out all their wisdom.

	9	 The fighting men of Teman will be 
terrified,

and every soldier in Edom will be 
killed.

Reasons for Edom's Punishment
	10	“Because you robbed and killed

your brothers,* the descendants 
of Jacob,

you will be destroyed and 
dishonoured for ever.

	11	You stood aside on that day
when enemies broke down their 

gates.
You were as bad as those strangers

1.10 your brothers: The Israelites were descended 
from Jacob, who was the brother of Esau, the ancestor 
of the Edomites.

31 THE BOOK OF

OBADIAH
The prophet against Edom

What’s it about? Obadiah prophesied against the people 
of Edom, because they helped Judah’s enemies.

Who wrote it? Obadiah, who may have lived in 
the sixth century bc.

Why read it? As well as the judgement on Edom, 
Obadiah tells of God’s restoration of his people.

What’s it to me? God’s promise to restore his 
people tells us much about what he is like.
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Obadiah

who carried off Jerusalem's wealth
and divided it among themselves.

	12	You should not have gloated
over the misfortune of your 

brothers in Judah.
You should not have been glad

on the day of their ruin.
You should not have laughed at 

them
in their distress.

	13	You should not have entered the city 
of my people

to gloat over their suffering
and to seize their riches
on the day of their disaster.

	14	You should not have stood at the 
crossroads

to catch those trying to escape.
You should not have handed them 

over to the enemy
on the day of their distress.

God will Judge the Nations
	15	“The day is near when I, the Lord,

will judge all nations.
Edom, what you have done

will be done to you.



Jonah Disobeys the Lord

1 �1 *One day the Lord spoke to Jo





The Ancestors of Jesus Christ 
(Lk 3.23–38)

1 �1 This is the list of the ancestors of  
Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, 

who was a descendant of Abraham.
2-6a From Abraham to King David, the fol

lowing ancestors are listed: Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Judah and his brothers; then Perez 
and Zerah (their mother was Tamar), Hez
ron, Ram, Amminadab, Nahshon, Salmon, 
Boaz (his mother was Rahab), Obed (his 
mother was Ruth), Jesse, and King David.

6b-11 *From David to the time when the 
people of Israel were taken into exile in 
Babylon, the following ancestors are listed:  

See also: 1.11: 2 Kgs 24.14–15; 2 Chr 36.10;  
Jer 27.20

David, Solomon (his mother was the 
woman who had been Uriah's wife), Reho
boam, Abijah, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manas
seh, Amon, Josiah, and Jehoiachin and his 
brothers.

12-16 From the time after the exile in Baby- 
lon to the birth of Jesus, the following  
ancestors are listed: Jehoiachin, Shealtiel, 
Zerubbabel, Abiud, Eliakim, Azor, Zadok, 
Achim, Eliud, Eleazar, Matthan, Jacob, and 
Joseph, who married Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, who was called the Messiah.

17 So then, there were fourteen gen
erations from Abraham to David, and 
fourteen from David to the exile in Baby-
lon, and fourteen from then to the birth of 
the Messiah.

40 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

MATTHEW
The story of Jesus, promised by God
   What’s it about? Matthew tells his 

version of the story of Jesus, from birth to 
death and resurrection. He concentrates 

on Jesus’ work and teachings, highlighting 
that Jesus is the promised Messiah – God’s 
special saviour.

Who wrote it? Earliest known Christian 
traditions say that Matthew, also called Levi, a 

disciple of Jesus, wrote this Gospel. We do not 
know for sure.

Why read it? Matthew puts Jesus right at the 
centre of history. The Old Testament pointed 
to him, and he changed history beyond 
recognition. 

What’s it to me? Matthew records Jesus’ 
teaching alongside Jesus’ actions. We see 
Jesus practising what he preaches, giving us a 
prime example of what it means to live God’s 
way. But Jesus is much more than a good man 

who lived long ago. According to Matthew, he is the 
saviour promised by God and he will be with us until the end of 
the world (28.20).
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Matt.

The Birth of Jesus Christ 
(Lk 2.1–7)

18 *This was how the birth of Jesus Christ 
took place. His mother Mary was engaged 
to Joseph, but before they were married, 
she found out that she was going to have 
a baby by the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph was 
a man who always did what was right, but 
he did not want to disgrace Mary publicly; 
so he made plans to break the engagement 
privately. 20 While he was thinking about 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream and said, “Joseph, descendant 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to 
be your wife. For it is by the Holy Spirit that 
she has conceived. 21 *She will have a son, 
and you will name him Jesus — because he 
will save his people from their sins.”

22 Now all this happened in order to make 
what the Lord had said through the prophet 
come true, 23 *“A virgin will become preg-
nant and have a son, and he will be called 
Immanuel” (which means, “God is with us”).

24 So when Joseph woke up, he married 
Mary, as the angel of the Lord had told 
him to do. 25 *But he had no sexual rela-
tions with her before she gave birth to her 
son. And Joseph named him Jesus.

Visitors from the East

2 �1 Jesus was born in the town of Beth
lehem in Judea, during the time when 

Herod was king. Soon afterwards, some 
men who studied the stars came from the 
east to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is 
the baby born to be the king of the Jews? 
We saw his star when it came up in the 
east, and we have come to worship him.”

3 When King Herod heard about this, he 
was very upset, and so was everyone else 
in Jerusalem. 4 He called together all the 
chief priests and the teachers of 0.00a]8 thet3f 
and asked them, “Where will the Messiah 
be born?”5 “In the town of Bethlehem in Judea,” 

they answered. “For this is what the proph
-

et wrote:
	6	 *‘Bethlehem in the land of Judah,

you are by no means the least of 
the leading cities of Judah;

for from you will come a leader
who will guide my people Israel.’ ”

See also: 1.18: Lk 1.27  1.21: Lk 1.31   
1.23: Is 7.14 (LXX)  1.25: Lk 2.21  2.6: Mic 5.2

7 So Herod called the visitors from the 
east to a secret meeting and found out 
from them the exact time the star had ap
peared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem 
with these instructions: “Go and make 
a careful search for the child, and when you 
find him, let me know, so that I too may go 
and worship him.”

9-10 And so they left, and on their way 
they saw the same star they had seen in 
the east. When they saw it, how happy they 
were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. 11 They went into the house, 
and when they saw the child with his  
mother Mary, they knelt down and wor
shipped him. They brought out their gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and pre
sented them to him.12

 Then they returned to their country by 
another road, since God had warned them 
in a dream not to go back to Herod.

The Escape to Egypt
13 After they had left, an angel of the 

Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph and 
said, “Herod will be looking for the child in 
order to kill him. So get up, take the child 
and his mother and escape to Egypt, and 
stay there until I tell you to leave.”

14 Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and left during the night for Egypt, 15

 *where he stayed until Herod died. This 
was done to make what the Lord had said 
through the prophet come true, “I called 
my Son out of Egypt.”

The Killing of the Children
16 When Herod realized that the visitors  

from the east had tricked him, he was 

See also: 2.15: Hos h1.1

912	MATTHEW  1,  2� New Testament

The same star… went ahead of them 
(2.9–10)





1 From Paul, a  prisoner for the sake 
of Christ Jesus, and from our brother 
Timothy —

To our friend and fellow-worker Philemon, 
2 *and the church that meets in your house, 
and our sister Apphia, and our fellow- 
soldier Archippus:

3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ give you grace and peace.

Philemon's Love and Faith
4 Brother Philemon, every time I pray, 

I  mention you and give thanks to my 
God. 5 For I hear of your love for all God's 
people and the faith you have in the Lord 
Jesus. 6 My prayer is that our fellowship 
with you as believers will bring about 
a  deeper understanding of every bless-
ing which we have in our life in union 
with Christ. 7 Your love, dear brother, has 
brought me great joy and much encour-
agement! You have cheered the hearts of 
all God's people.

A Request for Onesimus
8 For this reason I could be bold enough, 

as your brother in Christ, to order you to do 
what should be done. 9 But because I love 
you, I make a  request instead. I do this 
even though I am Paul, the ambassador of 
Christ Jesus, and at present also a prisoner 

See also: v.2: Col 4.17

for his sake.* 10 *
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Heb.
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revel.

Philem.Final Greetings
23 *Epaphras, who is in prison with me 

for the sake of Christ Jesus, sends you his 
greetings, 24 *and so do my fellow-workers 
Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke.

25 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. 

See also: v.23: Col 1.7, 4.12  v.24: Acts 12.12, 25, 
13.13, 15.37–39, 19.29, 27.2; Col 4.10, 14;  
2 Tim 4.10, 11

Letters	 PHILEMON  1� 1171



God's Word through his Son

1 �1 In the past, God spoke to our an- 
cestors many times and in many ways 

through the prophets, 2 but in these last 
days he has spoken to us through his Son. 
He is the one through whom God creat-
ed the universe, the one whom God has  
chosen to possess all things at the end. 3 He 
reflects the brightness of God's glory and is 
the exact likeness of God's own being, sus-
taining the universe with his powerful word. 



	9	 You love what is right and hate what 
is wrong.

That is why God, your God, has 
chosen you

and has given you the joy of an 
honour far greater

than he gave to your  
companions.”

10 *He also said:
“You, Lord, in the beginning created 

the earth,
and with your own hands you 

made the heavens.
	11	They will disappear, but you will 

remain;
they will all wear out like clothes.

	12	You will fold them up like a coat,
and they will be changed like 

clothes.
But you are always the same,

and your life never ends.”
13 *God never said to any of his angels:

“Sit here on my right
until I put your enemies
as a footstool under your feet.”

14 What are the angels, then? They are 
spirits who serve God and are sent by him 
to help those who are to receive salvation.

The Great Salvation

2 �1 That is why we must hold on all the 
more firmly to the truths we have 

heard, so that we will not be carried away. 
2 The message given to our ancestors by 
the angels was shown to be true, and all 
who did not follow it or obey it received 
the punishment they deserved. 3 How, 
then, shall we escape if we pay no atten-
tion to such a great salvation? The Lord 
himself first announced this salvation, and 
those who heard him proved to us that it 
is true. 4 At the same time God added his 
witness to theirs by performing all kinds 
of miracles and wonders and by distribut-
ing the gifts of the Holy Spirit according 
to his will.

The One who Leads us to Salvation
5 God has not placed the angels as rulers 

over the new world to come — the world of 
which we speak. 6 *Instead, as it is said so
mewhere in the Scriptures:

See also: 1.10–12: Ps 102.25–27 (LXX)   
1.13: Ps 110.1  2.6–8: Ps 8.4–6 (LXX)

“What are human beings, O God, 
that you should think of them;

mere human beings, that you 
should care for them?

	7	 You made them for a little while 
lower than the angels;

you crowned them with glory and 
honour,*

	 8	 and made them rulers over all 
things.”

It says that God made them “rulers over 
all things”; this clearly includes every
thing. We do not, however, see human 
beings ruling over all things now. 9 But 
we do see Jesus, who for a  little while 
was made lower than the angels, so that 
through God's grace he should die for 
everyone. We see him now crowned with 
glory and honour because of the death 
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	 58	 Ex 5.1
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	 83	 Ex 29
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	 143	 Num 17
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[NT]	 1059	 Acts 7.40
	 1175	 Heb 5.4
	 1176	 Heb 7.11
	 1178	 Heb 9.4
Abel  [OT]	 6	 Gen 4.2-9,25
[NT]	 941	 Mt 23.35
	 999	 Lk 11.51
	 1181	 Heb 11.4
	 1183	 Heb 12.24
Abraham, Abram  [OT]		
born	 12	 Gen 11.26
married Sarai	 13	 Gen 11.29
migrated from Ur to Haran	 13	 Gen 11.31
called by God	 13	 Gen 12.1-5
went to Egypt	 13	 Gen 12.10-20
separated from Lot	 14	 Gen 13.7-11
rescued Lot	 14	 Gen 14.13-16
God’s covenant with	 15	 Gen 15.18
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Ahab  [OT]	 341	 1 Kgs 16.28-33
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	 345	 1 Kgs 20.2–22.40
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	 149	 Num 22.22-35
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Words shown in italic type have their own entry in 
this list.

Abib The first month of the Hebrew calendar. It 
runs from about mid-March to about mid-April. This 
month is also called Nisan.
Abyss The place in the depths of the earth where, ac



Cumin A small plant whose seeds are crushed and 
used for seasoning foods.
David's City The part of Jerusalem which was 
captured from the Jebusites by King David. 
David’s town A name for Bethlehem, King David's 
boyhood home and the town where Jesus was born.
Dedication, Festival of A Jewish festival in which 
people remembered how Judas Maccabeus re- 
dedicated the altar in the Temple in 165 bc. The 
festival began on the 25th day of the month Kislev 




